
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Westown Community Development Corporation 
 
  
Your Project Title: Westown CDC's Annual Arts & Culture Events 

Your Project Summary: In 2018, WCDC will provide outdoor summer concerts at Halloran Park Music 

Gazebo located at 3550 W 117th St in Cleveland that are family friendly and performed by diverse local 

artists from a variety of genres including rock, R & B, country, Motown & jazz. Additionally, WCDC will 

provide free educational tours and a pop up events at the Historic Variety Theater as well as other strategic 

neighborhood locations to be determined. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding requirements. It is evident that Westown CDC has not 

only done the research of their community, but is well aware of the measures of communication they must 

implement to ensure the broadest outreach for their community. The implementation of engaging the local 

council woman along with engaging cultural centers such as churches, libraries and the like shows a 

commitment to ensuring their events are accessible to all and the removal of technology as a barrier. There 

is also special attention to detail in regards to location offering a variety of amenities in response to their 

constituents consisting of almost 50% families with children. The programming is both diverse and 

respondent to the racial and ethnic groups identified within the narrative. Having done this before, I do not 

question their capacity. I would however, like to see some focus on the response to program selection such 

as the Opera vs. Latin Music as your community continues to diversify. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Westown Community Development Corporation (WCDC) has submitted an application that does 

provide evidence of strong public benefit – to the African American and Latino residents of a specific 

geographic region. The narrative demonstrates how it is an unmet need for the community and the plans 

and budget are clear and reasonable. I particularly like that the CAC funds will be used for musicians. I 

think they could have been more clear about who they anticipate performing in the upcoming year, but I 

had to balance that out with their examples of past performers. The applicant spent a bit too much time 

touting their history of surpassing their CAC goals, and I would like to have heard more about how the 

cultural vibrancy of their program. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application shows a great deal of evidence of public benefit and the other funding 

criteria. It is encouraging to see the community come together for this concert series annually. This annual 

event clearly appeals to a large number of people, provides opportunities for community building, and 

makes residents proud of their neighborhood. And all is accomplished on a lean budget. Congratulations 

on the successful efforts toward restoring the Variety Theatre! This will continue to be a great asset for the 

Westown community for years to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Through active engagement with community members to organize and produce the annual 

event, WCDC places a strong emphasis on public benefit. Furthermore, the organization clearly articulated 

the market the arts and culture events operates in. After operating for a number of years, I believe the 

WCDC can aim to gather more informative data points about the event participants. Striving to gather a 

statistical sampling is a good start but can certainly be expanded in order to help inform future decision 

making. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application meets the criteria of public benefit. WCDC has diverse arts experiences that 

are culturally relevant for the community. I also like how they partner with other organizations, which furthers 

their public benefit. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

 

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

